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Spring First Half-Term

Welcome

A Happy New Year to everyone and welcome backtmséor the start of a busy term a

usual!

We especially welcome Oliver Davies who is
joining us in Year 3. Oliver already knows
several children from the area as he lives
locally but we hope that he will make many
new friends in the coming days and weeks.

We say goodbye to Jude Austin in Reception
who will be starting at Hawford Lodge in
Worcester and, although we are sorry to see
him leave as he had made a brilliant start to
school, we wish him and his family all the
very best for the future.

This now means that we have a very elite
group of only 14 pupils in Reception which
must be equal to or surpass most private
school ratios! In general terms, however, our
numbers are looking very sustainable with
104 out of a possible 105 places filled.

Review

Christmas celebrations

We began our season early this year with our
performance of The Miracle Child to the
Senior Citizens following their Christmas
lunch. The idea of also inviting grandparents
at this time worked very well indeed and we
shall hopefully be repeating this in future
years. We then joined in with the Christingle
Service at St Bartholomew’s Church and the
children sang beautifully. This was followed
closely by our own performances at school

where James Payne demonstrated his singing

and acting talents so well.
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Talents abounded as we rounded off the
term with a Music assembly, courtesy of
Mrs Disney and her pupils and finally our
much-loved Bayton’s Got Talent Show. A
new departure this term was the entrance of
the judges a la X Factor which was cleverly
constructed. We had numerous dancers and
singers who all worked hard to produce
wonderful entertainment for us all.

Africa Week

What a fantastic opportunity this week
afforded both pupils and staff to work
creatively whilst also covering the
programmes of study for several national
curriculum subjects, especially Art, DT,
Geography and English. The outstanding
visit by The Mighty Zulu Nation to kick-start
the week was so successful and inspired
many projects ranging from newspaper
reports of the event to researching countries
in Africa, to singing, dancing and a wide
range of creative art projects. Please feel
welcome to come into school and look
around at the displays of work which will
remain for a week or so and, if you miss that,
do go on our website at
www.baytonpri.worcs.sch.uvhere you can
find both general whole school and specific
class records of the week.

Visits and Visitors

Year 5 and 6 were also fortunate to receive
some more exciting visitors later in the term
who came from much nearer — Lacon Childe
in fact- to show the pupils some intriguing
chemistry investigations which were not only
engaging but also helped them with their
topic on gases. We are looking forward to
another visit from the chemistry department
in the Summer term.

Tenbury High School Headteacher, Mr
Cooke, also visited the school to lead



collective worship and really gained the
attention of the children with his superb
story-telling about a man who learnt his
lesson with a Welsh dresser!

We now have Thursday
morning regular visitors in
Collective Worship who
lead Open the Book. If your
children have not already tol you
about this, do ask them as they are very much
enjoying the Bible stories and their
dramatisation. Children are chosen to
participate each week which they really enjoy
and from Reception to Year 6 the response
has been very positive indeed.

We have not ventured out so much this past
half term although Year 3 and 4 entered the
Quick Sticks Festival (like hockey) at Lacon
Childe and the recent visit to the Synagogue
and German market by Y1/2 was a great
success again.

Our whole school visit this year was, as you
know, to the pantomime at Ludlow Assembly
Rooms to see Cinderella. We decided to
support a local theatre this time although |
have to admit it was rather expensive!
Although the staff seemed to have their
reservations regarding the levels of
sophistication of some aspects, it cannot be
denied that all the children loved it from
beginning to end! They somehow managed
to appeal to all ages and, of course, the
audience participation, which was significant,
was the icing on the cake.

Voluntary Work

| should like to take this opportunity to thank
each and every one of our voluntary helpers,
without whom the children’s experience at
Bayton School would be a much poorer one.
| cannot possibly list all the names but please
accept our gratitude for the work you do in
listening to readers, accompanying children
on trips and visits, assisting with displays,
reading stories, acting in assemblies,
supporting our IT work, working in Forest
School, supporting in class and in the
playground- the list is endless.

| should just like to mention two new and
returning volunteers-Emma Lambert who is
back in school, helping each Friday in Year 1
and 2 and Lucy Shoelles who is helping in

Year 4 and 5 on Mondays and Wednesdays.
If you would like to come into school and
help on a regular basis please talk to the class
teacher in the first instance. If there is a
regular commitment e.g. weekly, this would
involve a CRB check but for other one-off
visits this is not deemed necessary. | shall
shortly be begging for assistance with a DT
day, making Tudor houses, so if that sounds
like your kind of thing, I'd really welcome

the help!

Finally, | must give a special thank you to the
PTA. At the recent AGM Lisa Cigsar (Emir's
mom) was elected as the new Chair. | should
like to thank Kate Taylor for all the hard

work she has put in over the last few years
and also the members of the committee who
have now stepped down to give others the
opportunity to manage- | think that’s why
they said they were stepping down!

Although Ladies’ Night was not as well -
attended as in previous years, a similar
amount of money was raised and any
shortfall in expectations was more than made
up with the funds raised through
refreshments during the Christmas season.
My thanks to everyone who have made this
possible. Through funds raised in recent
months, we have been supported significantly
in the purchase and installation of a new
whiteboard for our Reception pupils. This
SMART whiteboard enables the children to
access all the programs and screens as
everything is at their level. Children can also
“write” with their fingers and the whole
process is touch-sensitive so we are really
pleased with our new teaching tools.

Extra-curricular activities

Our new school choir, under the expert
tutelage of Mrs Evans (Martha’s mom),
provided some wonderful music for our
Christmas festivities as well as carol singing
around the area. There are now 30 members
in the choir, particularly younger children,
which bodes well for the future. They will be
starting to rehearse songs ready for the
Worcester Choir Festival in March so any
prospective choristers will have to join up in
January. Choir runs on Wednesdays after
school.

Still in creative mode, Rose Hooper and Ella
Stern taught a dance sequence to six pupils



who performed at the Talent contest. The
select few worked hard to learn the moves
and enjoyed the sessions each Tuesday. We
were also entertained by another dance group
at our Talent Contest by 12 Moves which is
rehearsing a flash mob ready for the 2012
Olympic Games as part of a nationwide
initiative.

My thanks to Miss Rust, Mrs

Brown and Mrs Hough for

offering cookery sessions which

will continue for the first few

weeks of this e term. We shall also
be continuing ’\Q with football from
The Harriers 2 although numbers
have dropped off significantly and we may
have to give this a rest next term. Netball will
resume as soon as the new league season
begins. We have had a very successful season
to date, gaining silver in the Cleobury
League, with some excellent goal scores for
individual players. (In 5-a-side, each player
has to play in every position on a rotation so
all the team get to be goal shooters at some
point).

SATS and assessments

Mrs Wardle and Mrs Harris have been
providing some Year 6 pupils with booster
classes in Maths and English. These are in
preparation for the KS2 SATS in May. This
term they will be joined by the rest of their
peers as the pace is stepped up. In the 2012
tests, there will be a new test introduced for
Year 6 pupils, involving spelling, grammar
and punctuation. The traditional writing tests
will still take place but will be assessed in
school as opposed to being marked
externally. This is an interim measure for one
year only as the test will again change in
2013. Reading and Maths remain unchanged.

KS1 pupils will not be assessed until the
beginning of June. Tests are marked by the
staff in school but levels awarded are
moderated by the LA and the SATS papers
are used as only another indicator of levels
attained, as opposed to the only piece of
evidence used.

Another change this year will be the
government’s introduction of spelling tests
for Year 1 pupils. These will be based on
phonics taught over the first two years of

school and will be marked externally. These
will also take place in June.

We have just conducted our reading sweep
which happens twice a year in order to
monitor individual and group progress in
terms of reading ability. The results have
generally been very positive indeed with
almost all of our Year 5 and 6 pupils
achieving the highest scores.

If you have not seen the performance league
tables this year, we have fared extremely
well, both locally and nationally, coming
third in Worcestershire and in the top 10%
list across the country which is excellent
news and well-deserved by the pupils and
staff who worked so hard for those results
back in May of last year. Last week’s
Kidderminster Shuttle also wrote that we are
top of the Wyre Forest area which is again
very rewarding news.

INSET (In-Service Training)

Last term Mrs Wooldridge and myself
attended training sessions at the Old Palace in
Worcester, Mrs Wooldridge was updating her
knowledge about Collective Worship whilst |
was thinking about the distinctive
characteristics of a Church of England
School. Both days offered us plenty to
contemplate and we shall be reflecting on our
own policy and practice in school stimulated
by these training sessions.

At the same time, both myself and Mrs
Walker attended training on the new financial
monitoring systems, SFVS, which | can now
only remember as the Schools Fruit and Veg
Scheme! But we are already introducing
many of the features into our new year’'s
financial processes. | also attended a
conference about the new OFSTED
arrangements which will be coming into
effect this January. We shall be approaching
our limit of five years between inspections so
we are expecting OFSTED to visit at some
point during the Summer term.

Our whole school INSET on Januar{} will
focus firstly on safeguarding, including child
protection whereby all staff will be trained on
current issues and protocols. We shall later
be discussing our teaching and learning
policy and practice. | shall be consulting the
pupils in the Spring term about what they



might expect from their teachers in terms of
outstanding lessons and learning
environments and what might be expected
from them as active learners. Hopefully our
policy should then reflect a common

understanding and set of aims and values,
enabling us to work together positively.

School Council

The school council has only met three times
this term but several decisions have been
made and new initiatives acted upon. The
council has asked that children be allowed to
wear their own clothes on their birthday and
this will come into effect from January. We
have had lengthy discussions regarding
lunchtimes. | have been negotiating with
Shire Services on how to improve the service
and as you know, families will be able to
order on a daily basis from now on and we
have also amended the menu choices,
following consultation through the School
Council. One of the main lunchtime issues
according to pupils is noise and how to deal
with that positively. We shall be re-
introducing Grace but, apart from total
silence, we have tried many other ways of
lowering noise levels, without undue success.
We have tried music, table points, Year 6
monitors and talking about it in Circle Time.
We shall continue to work on this issue but if
anyone has any ideas-please let us know. The
council has asked for another Lego Day
which has now been booked for the end of
the Summer term. The request for a Choir has
clearly been a huge success. They have
organised the sweeping up of the bark and
the monitoring of playground equipment
during lunchtimes. They have managed
charity fund-raising for Somalia and tried
hard to organise a football team. Finally, the
council has asked for a junk model
competition later in the year and for the
return of the Easter Egg competition. So,
although they have met less than usual,
clearly they have been doing an outstanding
job to date.

Notices 7

2012 Olympics

We are already busy organising some Cluster
events to mark the occasion. Firstly we have
been negotiating with Victoria Harrison

whose art work is based largely around
mosaics. The plan is to have Victoria’s work
with pupils across the Tenbury cluster and
produce mosaics for us to keep as a
memento. We shall be participating in a
project about Health and Well-being,
working with local Library Services to
produce some leaflets for the public. Mrs
Brown also attended a public meeting
recently concerned with ideas to
commemorate the Olympic torch travelling
through Cleobury and Far Forest in May.
Starting in the second half term we shall be
offering an after-school club based on
athletic activities, Olympic style. This will be
run by PGCE students from Worcester
University. | will be writing to you with

more details about our Olympic celebrations
and the Queen’s Jubilee as the time
approaches.

Governors

| should like to thank Kate Banford (Jack and
Evie’s mom) for her excellent work on our
Governing Body during the past 4 years. She
has recently taken up the Headship at Great
Witley Primary School and | hope that we
continue to share thoughts and ideas in the
future. We welcome Paul Williams who is
replacing Karen as our new parent governor.
Mr Williams lives in Mamble with his wife
and two children who attend Bayton, Daisy
in Year 2 and Alastair in Reception. He
recently devoted an entire day of hard work
on our greenhouse during the Open Day and
we hope to see him in school much more in
the future.

Swimming

Swimming for Years 3,4,5 and
6 starts on Thursday 19
January and continues for 10
sessions. Lessons will take place at Abberley
Hall School.

Lo

New National curriculum

This Spring decisions will be announced by
the government on the new National
Curriculum programmes for English, Maths,
Science and PE. Documentation will be
arriving in school by September 2012 and
these will be implemented, following
training, by September 2013.



Policies

As we update and amend our policies, you
will be able to access them on our website or
request printed copies from the office.

Oil syndicate

We have decided to join the Bayton area oil
syndicate in an attempt to keep our fuel costs
down and to help the environment by having
less tankers coming through the village.

SAM Learning

It was a difficult decision to make to continue
with this learning package as costs have risen
significantly. However, following discussions
with staff, it was agreed that we will re-focus
on this program in the coming months as it is
such an effective practice and revision
package and the children really seem to
benefit from using it at home. | shall be
writing to you separately about this and
explaining how you can access the program
freely at home.

Attendance and punctuality

As you know, we have been focusing on
attendance and punctuality this year. We now
have a new policy and will shortly be sending
out a guidance leaflet summarising the main
points. The major change for us will be that |
shall no longer be authorising any holiday
absences from January 2012. Pupils who
achieved 100% attendance during the
Autumn we re awarded certificates at the end
of term. Their names were placed in a hat and
the lucky winner, Luke Howells, is going to
have his treat day this term. We shall also be
awarding a cup to the class with the best
attendance which was, surprisingly, our
Reception class.
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Maths focus week

We are hoping to have a Maths focus week
this term and will be asking parents if they
would be willing to come into school and talk
to the children about how they use Maths in
their jobs and everyday lives in order to
emphasise to the children how important

Maths is in “real life”. We are hoping for a
wide range of ideas so please consider this
when you receive the letter.

The Mighty Zulu!

African masks made by Year 1 Children

An African Village Model made by children
in Class 4



JANUARY

Thurs &
Wed 11"
Thurs 12
Tues 17
Thurs 1§
Thurs 28’

FEBRUARY
Fri 10"

Mon 13" — Fri 17" (inc)
Mon 21"

Dates for the Diary

YR and Y6 height and weight checks

Forest School starts for Year 1

Y1 and Y2 to Lacon Childe for Multi-skills Festival
PTA meeting 7.30pm

Swimming starts at Abberley Hall

Y5 Able Writers’ Day

PTA Valentine’s Disco
HALF TERM
Olympic club to start after school



